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Tourists from all over the world come to Nazareth in December. The pilgrims are especially interested in seeing the Church of Annunciation, where the angel Gabriel told Virgin Mary that she would be pregnant with Jesus. Many also visit Nazareth village - a popular tourist attraction which brings alive the life of the city Jesus grew up in as it looked liked in the first century. Local volunteers/actors fill the rolls as farmers, herds and craftsmen in the living museum. In the village synagogue stands a young man that might look like Jesus - as we often see him. 32 year old Rani Espanioly is a guide, and has played the man from Nazareth in many movies and documentaries made in the village. Now he is showing a group of tourists around. 

- The synagogue was the city hall/gathering place of the village. Here they had court cases, studies, weddings and worships, he explains - and shows a copy of a "pergament" which was read on the Sabbath. He shows the tourists a small room on the side where the "pergaments" was stored in jars - the same "books" as we have in our old testament. 

- I love my job. It’s challenging and interesting, and we often get to hear that people understands the teachings of Jesus better after a visit here, Rani says. 

At Jesus time, Nazareth was just a small non-important village with a few hundred inhabitants. Many think that the place where Jesus spent his childhood years still is a small Jewish village, and they are very surprised when the guide tells them that it is the biggest Arabic city in Israel. 

- Many ask me if I am Jewish. When I tell them that I am an Arabic Christian who was born and grew up here, they are surprised. They think that all Arabs are Muslims, the guide tells. 

 

From majority to minority

Nazareth - as Bethlehem was a city with a big Christian majority when Israel was made. Its is still the city in Israel with most Christians, but the Christian part of the population has fallen dramatically and today only consist of one third. 

- Most of them emigrated because of a difficult financial and political situation and because of tensions between Christians and Muslims, tells Rani. 

- Every year it’s more difficult to survive as a minority, says Rani. He has seen many people leave. Among others two uncles live in Canada and two aunts in US. Personally he just married an American - and he can’t say that they will never emigrate themselves. 

- But if I leave, who will be left? In ten to fifteen years there will be no more Arabic Christians here. I think that’s very sad, and I don’t want that to happen, says Rani. He is worried that so few Christians in the rest of the world know about the Arabic-Christian minority in The Holy Land, and he is part of launching/running a web-site that will inform the world about their situation- Arabic Christians have a key role in the conflict. They can be bridge builders between Palestinians and Israelis, and contribute to reconciliation and peace, he says.

